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Reading Response 2

Epiphany


A quick reference to the word epiphany in “The American Heritage Dictionary” states a meaning of “a comprehension or perception of reality by means of a sudden intuitive realization…”  To coin a phrase, a “light comes on” and suddenly the person having this experience has a new outlook on his or her philosophy or way of life.

It is a fact that people influence people.  In the story “The Chrysanthemums” by John Steinbeck, the main character Elisa experiences such an event after meeting someone that could be considered special.  Steinbeck sets the background and personality of Elisa by describing how she does the same things, over and over, with no tendency towards new experiences.  The planting of flowers (reference 10, pg 741), the fact that she inherited this “gift” from her mother, the mundane yet ritualistic spats of everyday life… The husband, Henry, asking to get out on a date with her, something that doesn’t happen very often from the descriptions in the text (reference 15, pg 741) is a prime example of this.
Elisa then meets a stranger, a nomad of sorts (pg 742); a handy-man in his own right, fixing things for people in order to fund his lifestyle of doing what he wants and meeting new people.  The effect of the man’s visit is not yet clear to the reader, but one can sense that Elisa tries to open here mind when she’s talking about stripping buds from young plants (pg 745).  The text goes on with Elisa and the man trading pleasantries and wisdom throughout the next couple of pages… It isn’t until the man leaves and Henry returns to take his bath that she is “hit” with the beginning of the realization…  The climax of this epiphany happens about the time they are beginning to catch up to the man.  Elisa is looking to Henry for reassurance that her life is meaningful and that she can justify her lifestyle (around reference 100, pg 747).  This is an empty confrontation though as Henry has no idea where she is taking the conversation and she eventually gives up and sobs to herself…  She feels as though “the man” has the better life.
