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Reading Response 1

On “The Story of an Hour”
The use of setting in a short story contributes to the overall mood or feeling in such a way as, to draw on a cliché, a “picture is worth a thousand words”.  Without this picture of the world around the characters in story, much of the information about the plot, as well as the personalities of the characters, is lost.
Seasoned or clever writers use powerful vernacular to convey colorful scenes, powerful smells and even subtle hints of moods that might otherwise be left up to a reader’s misinterpretation.
An excellent example of said “picture telling” can be found mostly in the 5th paragraph of the story “The Story of an Hour”, though a lot of reader interpretation is left up to personal experience.  In the previous paragraphs, the relating reader feels the deep sorrow felt by Mrs. Mallard from the news of the supposed death of her husband, then in an all true moment, the authors conveys that the world still is going on around the widow without any impact from the event.  The passage conveys that the world still goes on through explicit descriptions of rustling trees and singing birds.  It is at this instant that any reader with a similar experience would relate.  At this time the reader is propelled into the life of Mrs. Mallard and the misery of being so small and having such a big burden. 
